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A nonfiction account of how the colonists, in what is now the eastern and southern United States

and Canada, used enslavement as a weapon of war in an effort to destroy the Indian nations and

obtain the land for their own use. The practice began before Columbus kidnapped Indians to take to

Spain and continued until about the end of the Revolutionary War. The English, Dutch, French, and

Spanish colonists all employed enslavement of Indians as a policy.
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In THE ENSLAVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN IN COLONIAL TIMES, author Barbara J.

Olexer examines the subject of American Indian slavery. While she does trace the roots of

American Indian slavery back as far as 1013, her discussion primarily focuses on the colonial

period, particularly the 1600s and 1700s. THE ENSLAVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN...

offers an illuminating look at what, sadly, is a little-known subject. Given the dearth of books on this

topic, Ms. Olexer's tome makes a welcome addition to the existing literature.Starting with the

Norsemen's "discovery" of America in the tenth century, THE ENSLAVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN

INDIAN... explores the topic of American Indian slavery. What started as the kidnappings of

individual American Indians eventually escalated into an American Indian slave trade, albeit on a

smaller scale than the African slave trade. The trade reached its height during the 17th and 18th

centuries, but had largely ceased by the 1780s. The reasons for the American Indian slave trade

were many. Commonly, colonists instigated warfare between already unfriendly tribes, as a means

of weakening their enemies as well as obtaining American Indian slaves "legally." Additionally,



trading in American Indian slaves was another tool with which to rob the Indians of their land.

American Indians were often tricked into slavery, ambushed by unscrupulous colonists, or simply

kidnapped and "exported." By the end of the Revolutionary War, however, American Indian

populations were decimated to such a degree that slavery was no longer necessary. Nor was it

profitable; Africans were more plentiful and made for more obedient and resilient slaves.THE

ENSLAVEMENT OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN...
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